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1. The alphabet  WOzU−N�« ·Ëd(«

Arabic, like Hebrew and Syriac, is written from right to
left. The alphabet consists of 28 letters which are all con-
sonants, though three of them are also used as vowels.
They vary in form according to whether they are indepen-
dent, initial, medial or final.

The following tables show the letters of the alphabet as
regards writing and pronunciation.
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2. The alphabet  (Pronunciation)  © oDM�«® WOzU−N�« ·Ëd(«
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” “ — – œ Œ

‘’÷◊ÿŸ

Â ‰ „ ‚ · ⁄

Ê‡¼ËÍô¡

«» ÀÃ  Õ

Click on the letter to hear the sound
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3. Note about writing  WÐU²J�« ’uB�Ð WEŠö�
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All the letters of the Arabic alphabet, whether handwritten
or printed, are linked together. However seven are only linked
to the preceeding letters, not to the following ones. These let-
ters are the following:
ô Ë “ — – œ «.

For this reason, there are two types of finals: linked and
separate, depending on the preceeding linked or detached let-
ter, as shown by the following example:
 ‰d½  ¨qLŽ.
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4. Writing (a)  ©√® j)«   
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4. Writing (b)  ©»® j)«   
7



Table of Contents & Quit

4. Writing (c)  ©Ã® j)«   
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The gutturals are:
√ hamza  (see Chapter Hamza).
Õ h>a\'  is a strongly guttural h  produced by a strong expul-
sion of air from the chest. It should not be confused with :
Œ h_a\',  which is a guttural ch  as in the Scottish "loch"  and
the German "auch", also, or Spanish “ajo”, garlic.
Ÿ Ÿain is a very strong guttural, produced by compression of
the throat and expulsion of breath.
⁄g\ain  is the sound made in gargling or like the French "r"
with a little more of the "g".
‡¼ ha\'  represents the same sound as does English h. 

5. The gutturals    oK(« ·ËdŠ   
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’ s>a\d  ÷ d>a\d  ◊ t>a\',  and  ÿ z>a\'  form a group of em-
phatic sounds corresponding to   ” si\n,  œ dal,    ta\'  and
– d_a\l.

In pronouncing them, the tongue is pressed against the
edge of the upper teeth, and then withdrawn forcefully. 

Note especially that, with these emphatic consonants,
the sound of fatha  tends to be that of "a" in father; the sound
of kasra tends to be that of "e"  in tell; the sound of damma
tends to be that of "oa"  in boat.

6. The emphatics  WL�C*« ·Ëd(« 
10



Table of Contents & Quit

The Arabs had originally no signs for short vowels. At
a later period, the following signs were invented to express
them:
a) fath>a   Ó‡  is a sign written above the consonant having the
value of "a", as in man.
b) kasra  ‡  is a sign written below the consonant having the
value of" i" ,  as in this.
c) d>amma  Ô‡  is a sign written above the consonant having
the value of "u",  as in full.

7. The short vowels   U�d(« 
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The long vowels or the lengthening letters are the following:
 « 'alif   for the lengthening of the consonant having  as a
short vowel   Ó‡  fath>a,  e.g. «Óœ da\. 

 Ë wa\w, for the lengthening of the consonant having as a
short vowel    Ô‡  d>amma, e.g.  ËÔœ  du\.

Í ya\'  for the lengthening of the consonant having as a
short vowel   ‡  kasra,  e.g.   Íœ di\.

8. The long vowels  b*« ·Ëdš 
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Sukun  Ú‡   is a small circle over the letter that indicates the
absence of a vowel, e.g.   ÚsÔ� kun, be. It cannot  follow  the
long  vowels,  except,  rarely, in certain forms of the dou-
bled verb.

 9. Sukun   ÊuJ��«  
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A consonant that is to be doubled is written once, but
marked with the sign   Ò‡  which is called s]adda  or tas]di]d,

e.g.  ]bÓ�  madda,  to extend. 

10. s]adda    …bA�« 
14



Table of Contents & Quit

The marks of the short vowels when doubled are pro-
nounced with the addition of the sound "n".
Î‡ an,  Ì‡ in,   Ï‡  un.  This is called tanwin  or nunation  (from
the name of the letter  Ê nun), and takes its place only  at
the end of nouns and adjectives.
Note that with fatha, the letter 'alif  is added to support the
tanwin  Î‡ after all the consonants, except  … ta\' marbuta,  ¡
hamza  and È 'alif maqsura (i.e. a ya\'  without diacritic
points).

11. tanwin   s¹uM²�« 
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The initial lunar letters of a noun do not assimilate the arti-
cle that precedes them and do not receive tasdid.  There are
14:
 Í  Ë  Á  Â  „  ‚  ·  ⁄  Ÿ  Œ  Õ  Ã  »  √

Thus,  one writes   Ôd??????ÓL??????ÓI?Ú�Ó« al-qamaru, the moon, and one
reads  Ôd?????????????ÓL?????????????ÓI?Ú�Ó« al-qamaru, exactly the same way as one
writes. Therefore, the initial consonant  ‚ does not receive
tas]di\d  and the consonant ‰ of the article maintains its
suku\n.
These 14 letters are called lunar  letters, because the word
 ÏdÓLÓ� moon, happens to begin with one of them.

12. Lunar letters  W¹dLI�« ·Ëd(« 
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The initial solar letters of a noun assimilate the article
that precedes them and receive the euphonic tasdid. There are
also 14:
 Ê ‰ ÿ ◊ ÷ ’ ‘ ”“ – œ À .

Instead of  f???ÚL?????????????????????????ÓA??Ú�Ó« al-samsu, the sun, one writes:
ÔfÚL]A�Ó« with the tas]did  of the initial consonant  ‘ and  pro-
nounces as]-s]amsu. The consonant  ‰ loses its suku\n, and
though expressed in writing, is not pronounced; it is assimi-
lated to the next solar letter. These 14 letters are called  the
solar letters,  because the word   Ïf?ÚL?????Óý sun, happens to be-
gin with one of them.

13. Solar letters  WO�LA�« ·Ëd(« 
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The hamza  ¡ represents a glottal stop produced by
completely closing the vocal chords and then by suddenly
separating them. The rules for the writing of hamza are
complicated. Explanations will be given in another chapter.
Here a few guiding points will be mentioned. Initial hamza
is always written on or under 'alif, 
e.g.  ÓÓ√'a,  Ô√u,   ≈i.

In the middle or at the end of a word, hamza may be
written separately or over 'alif,  wa\w,  or ya\'  (without the
two dots), e.g. ¡  , √,  ƒ,  ∆.

14. Hamza  …eLN�« 
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If a  hamza  with fath>a   is followed by the long vowel
'alif,  the hamza  and  fath>a  are dropped, and the long vow-
el 'alif   is written over the 'alif  horizontally, thus :  ¬'a, for
 «Ó√. This is called madda.

This also occurs when, at the beginning of a syllable,
an 'alif  with hamza  and fath>a  is followed by an 'alif  with
suku\n, thus : ¬ 'a\,  for Ú√Ó√. 

15. Madda   …b*«
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Ta\' marbuta   … is written as  Á ha\'   with, however, the two
dots over it. This ta\' is not pronounced in modern Arabic
except when followed by a word beginning with a vowel. 
In classical Arabic it was not pronounced in pause, that is,
at the end of a sentence, and became merely the short vow-
el a. This ta\'  is used as a feminine ending:
ÏV?�U?ÓÞ  student, masc.;   ÏW?????????????Ó³?�U?ÓÞ  student, fem.;  yj??� cat,
masc;  ÏW]D� cat, fem.
It is also used to denote nomen unitatis vel individualitatis,
the noun that denotes the individual  Ïq???Ú×???Ó½ bees;  ÏW??ÓK??Ú×??Ó½

(one) bee.

16.Ta\' marbuta    WÞuÐd*« ¡U²�«
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17. Pronunciation of the letters with the short vowels    

Click on the letters to hear the sound
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« Ô« Ó«

» Ô» Ó»

  Ô  Ó 

À ÔÀ ÓÀ

Ã ÔÃ ÓÃ

Õ ÔÕ ÓÕ

Œ ÔŒ ÓŒ

œ Ôœ Óœ

– Ô– Ó–

— Ô— Ó—

“ Ô“ Ó“

” Ô” Ó”

‘ Ô‘ Ó‘

’ Ô’ Ó’

÷ Ô÷ Ó÷

◊ Ô◊ Ó◊

ÿ Ôÿ Óÿ

Ÿ ÔŸ ÓŸ

⁄ Ô⁄ Ó⁄

· Ô· Ó·

‚ Ô‚ Ó‚

„ Ô„ Ó„

‰ Ô‰ Ó‰

Â ÔÂ ÓÂ

Ê ÔÊ ÓÊ

‡¼ ‡Ô¼ ‡Ó¼

Ë ÔË ÓË

Í ÏÍ ÓÍ
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18.  Separate personal pronouns  WKBHM*« dzULC�«

 2nd Person

he

she

they, duel

they, mp

they, fp

ÓuÔ¼

Ów¼

UÓLÔ¼

ÚrÔ¼

ÒsÔ¼

you,ms

you, fs

you, d.

you, m.pl.

you, f.pl.

ÓXÚ½Ó√

XÚ½Ó√

UÓLÔ²Ú½Ó√

ÚrÏ²Ú½Ó√

]sÔ²Ú½Ó√

I

we

UÓ½Ó√

ÔsÚ×Ó½

 1st Person3rd Person
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19.  Affixed personal pronouns  WKB²*« dzULC�«

 2nd Person

m.s.

f.s.

dual

m. pl.

f. pl.

Ôt‡

UÓN‡

UÓLÔN‡

ÚrÔN‡

ÒsÔN‡

m. s.

f. s.

dual

m. pl.

f. pl.

Óp‡

UÓLÔ�

ÚrÔ�

]sÔ�

sing.

pl.

w½ ≠ Í

UÓ½

 1st Person3rd Person

p‡
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20. Software & Fonts used 
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Sofware & Fonts used

The document was created first with al Nashir al Sahafi, an  Arabic desktop
publisher, based on Ready Set, Go! Then converted into Portable Document
Format PDF.
Arabic font used is Geezah. Both the software and the font are available from
Diwan Software limited, 37-39 Pickham Road, London SE5 8UH, United
Kingdom, Phone +44 171 2525333 -  Fax+44 171 2525444. 

The font Roman LazerTransliterator used for Arabic transliteration is available
from Linguist’s Software, Inc., PO Box 580, Edmonds, WA 98020-0580,
USA.Phone +206 775 1130 - Fax  +206 771 59 11.
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